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IMPORTANT DATES TO 

REMEMBER: 

• Westdale Art Fair - at 

May 3rd at 3:00 p.m. 

• ‘I Matter’ Assembly 

May 4th  at 1:30 p.m.  

• Area Track & Field - 

May 10th 

• Westdale Yard Clean 

Up - May 12 th at 

10:00 a.m. 

• Gr. 7 & 8’s at Camp 

Wahanowin - May 

14th - 16th 

• Volunteer Lunch - 

May 17th at 11:45 

a.m. 

• PD Day - May 18th 

• Victoria Day - May 

21st No School 

• School Council mtg. - 

May 22nd - at 6:00 

p.m.  

• Rankin Run - May 

26th - at 10:00 a.m. 

• EQAO Testing period - 

May 22nd to June 1st 

Contact us at: 

Phone:  905-682-9284 

E-mail: wes@dsbn.org  

130 Rykert St., St. Catharines, ON  L2S 2B4 

NEWSLETTER 

A MESSAGE FROM 

THE OFFICE 

It looks like Spring has fi-

nally arrived!  As usual, the 

students and staff of Westdale will be very 

busy this month.  Both our Grade 3's and 6's 

will be writing the EQAO assessments start-

ing the end of May.  Teachers will be meet-

ing with parents for Special Education 

IPRC’s and many of our students will be in-

volved in Track & Field over the course of 

this month.   

GRADE 3 & 6 EQAO 

The Provincial Standards testing for Grades 

3 and 6 will be held between May 22nd and 

June 1th.  Testing will occur daily during this 

period.  Please plan to make sure that your 

child is in attendance. 

Since education is a partnership of parents, 

students and teachers, we stress to parents 

to better prepare their children for the 

EQAO assessments and the Ontario Curricu-

lum that reading with your children from a 

greater variety of texts (poetry, magazines, 

computer manuals, newspaper, plays, etc.) 

would be very valuable. As you view your chil-

dren’s creative writing   or   any  form   of    

writing, challenge  them to  use  more inter-

esting vocabulary, a variety of sentence 

structures, and stress the use of imagery 

 

 

 

 

(similes, metaphors, alliteration) or vivid 

verbs and adjectives.  Reviewing and solidify-

ing number facts and mathematical concepts 

would also be helpful. Encourage your child to 

show their work on paper when solving any 

math problems and ask your child about the 

math they work on in class. Getting them to 

verbalize their math work and thinking will 

benefit them when they have to solve prob-

lems on their own. 

Finally, try to stress independence in your 

child.  Certainly some parental guidance of 

homework is fine, but try having your child re

-read, and re-think in-

structions and attempt 

solutions on his/her 

own. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL UPDATE 

Our next scheduled Westdale School 

Council meeting is set for Tuesday May 

22nd at 6:00 p.m.  If you would like to 

take a more active role in your child’s 

school, please consider coming out. We 

encourage any and all interested parents 

to attend.  

Twitter @westdale_ps 



 

 

APRIL’S ‘I MATTER’ WINNERS 
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As an Individual As a Learner As a Community Member 

Ryley A. Colin W. Parker J. Christina O. Selina Q. Shariq A. 

Kateona H. Ian M. Jesse R.  Sofie D. Amye B. Kevin Z. 

Nathan G. Sabeeh K. Laila H. Ali H. Jesse R. Simon D. 

Liam M. Harrison S. Tyler S. Makayla W. Empress S.  

  Nick B. Patrick B.   

  James C.    

      

      

      

      

 

 MERRITTVILLE SPEEDWAY EVENT 

Our School Council has secured a date for all West-

dale families to attend the Merrittville Speedway on 

Saturday, June 2nd. Tickets will be $15 for adults and 

$7 for students. Money raised from this event will go 

back to our new playground that will be built for stu-

dents in Kindergarten.  Vroom vroom and stay tuned!!! 

 

ANNUAL WESTDALE YARD CLEAN-UP 

On Saturday, May 12th Westdale families are invit-

ed to pitch in and help clean up our yard. We will 

meet at the school at 10:00 a.m. Gloves and gar-

bage bags will be provided. Please note that all 

children attending must be supervised by their 

caregiver(s). Looking forward to working as a team 

to keep our yard clean! 
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‘Keep your head in the game’ this summer with LEARNING ADVANTAGE Workbooks 

 

Westdale will be making available a summer activity workbook called "Learning Advantage" later in the 

month of May. "Learning Advantage" is a fully coloured 192 page, activity book designed to reinforce 

and maintain Kindergarten to Grade 7 students' academic learning skills over the summer months. 

There is one 192 paged activity book per grade level from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 7. All major 

units and 3 summer fun units in each book are aligned with the Ontario curriculum expectations.  In 

addition to the summer months, the books can be used all year long from September to the following 

June. All books have parent information pages, evaluation forms; follow up activities and a family fo-

cus. 

 

A full lineup of French immersion books is also available. The cost of each book is $19.05 plus GST 

($20 total). Payment to the school through school cash online is preferred.  This is a savings of $4-$6 

compared retail and online prices.  You can visit www.learningadvantage.ca to download a free unit of 

the book you would like to order for further review. 

An order form and information sheet with more details about the “Learning Advantage" program will 

be sent home to all parents within the next few weeks. Please direct questions to Mary-Jo Montalban   

mmontalban@cogeco.ca 

Please note: the order form does not state a due date for orders - Orders are due back to the school 

June 5th. The books ordered will be delivered to the school before the last week of school. 

 

 
 Please direct questions to Mary-Jo Montalban   mmontalban@cogeco.ca 

 

 

 

 

http://www.learningadvantage.ca
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FIGHT THE BITE! 

Ticks, mosquitos and rabid animals have no boundaries and can be a risk to you and your family when 

walking to and from school or work, waiting at the bus stop, family trips, and while playing in the 

yard at home or at the park. 

Protect yourself and your family from West Nile Virus: 

• Reduce standing water where mosquitoes breed 

• Cover up, wear long sleeved shirts, long pants, hats socks and shoes 

• Repair any damaged window screens 

• Use insect repellants containing DEET or Icardin (follow manufacturer’s instructions) 

Reduce the risk of Lyme disease: 

• Wear light coloured clothing to help spot ticks 

• Use insect repellants containing DEET or Icardin (follow manufacturer’s instructions) 

• Check yourself, your children and pets for ticks after being outdoors 

• Cut your grass and dispose of leaf litter where ticks can live 

Prevent rabies: 

• Vaccinate your pets 

• Do not feed or approach any wild, stray or strange animals 

• Do not trap, transport, keep or pet any wild animals 

• Do not try and nurse sick animals back to health 

Presently, all of these diseases exist in Niagara.  For more information, contact Niagara Region Pub-

lic Health. 905-688-8248 ext. 7767 or 1-888-505-6074 
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RANKIN CANCER RUN 

The 13th Annual Rankin Cancer Run is being 

held on Saturday, May 26, 2018.  Did you 

know that the Rankin Cancer Run has raised 

$7.5 million dollars in 12 years, and all of 

that money has been returned to Niagara.   

Together, we are making a difference.  So 

come with everyone you can!  Be a part of 

this incredible event by joining our West-

dale Wildcat team!  

Register by May 2nd to receive a team T-

shirt.  For more information, please see Mrs. 

Kornelsen or Mrs. Hildebrandt. 

JUNIOR/INTERMEDIATE GYMNASTICS 

On April 19th and 20th, Westdale competed 

in the DSBN Gymnastics competition. All the 

girls were excellent representatives and 

performed exceptionally well. In all, Wild-

cats came home with 24 ribbons.   

A big shout out to Gabrielle deRoos who 

placed 1st in bench and 2nd in vault and con-

gratulations to Shay-Leigh LaPlante who 

placed 3rd in bench and 6th on the mat. 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR BASKETBALL 

 

Westdale’s Junior Basketball team had an 

extremely successful 2018 season.  Here’s a 

quick recap: 

 

The team was made in February and prac-

ticed two and sometimes three times a 

week.  Ten players were on the main team 

and four players were on the Development 

Squad. All showed up consistently to our 

practices.   

 

The team completed the regular season 

with 5 wins and only 1 loss.  In the semi-

finals, the team lost in a super close game 

against a good team from Grapeview. 

 

Mr.Wall really enjoyed coaching these 14 

players.  Their dedication, determination, 

and fantastic team play was evident in eve-

ry practice and game that took place. 

 

Here are the 14 members of this year’s 

team: 

 

Ty             Cam             Higazi 

Simon          Owen S.       Raed 

Isaiah          Elijah           Easton    

Tyler B.       Tyler S.       Samir 

Owen C.       Finn 

 

 

Great job, guys!!!  Thanks for your dedica-

tion to our team! 
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CHESS AT WESTDALE 

Congratulations to our students that were 

successful at the DSBN Chess tournament 

and were able to move on to the Area 3 

tournament.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADE THREE PIONEER DAY 

Our Grade 3 students had a great time get-

ting the opportunity to experience what life 

was like during the times of our early set-

tlers.  I think even our Grade 3 teachers 

had fun too!!! 

 

MR. SCOTT WAS MISSING!!! 

 

Students in Mrs. Hildebrandt’s class be-

came student detectives and had to try and 

figure out where Mr. Scott was or who at 

Westdale had clues to where he may have 

been. Through inquiry and rich discussions, 

the students were able to figure out that 

Mr. Scott was away at a conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECIPROCAL READING 

Thanks to our Junior teachers and Ms. Sac-

co, we now have our Reciprocal Reading pro-

gram up and running. The students love it 

and ask to do it everyday. Taking turns, stu-

dents read in pairs and have to summarize 

what their partner has read.  
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MATH FUN AT WESTDALE 

Students in all grades have been exploring 

different math activities with Cuisenaire 

Rods. These manipulatives can be used in all 

math strands and help students to work on 

their spatial reasoning skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRAZY HAIR DAY 

It was great to see all the school spirit and 

participation on our crazy hair day. Proceeds 

from this day went to the YMCA Strong 

Kids Campaign.  

 

 

 

 

 

EXPERIENCE FRENCH CULTURE 

 

Grade 8 students were lucky to have the 

opportunity to experience French culture 

by sampling different cheeses in French 

class courtesy of Mme. Gravelle. I think it 

was a big hit with the students!!! 
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SCHOOL CASH ONLINE 

School Cash is an online portal that allows 

you to pay for any school service, product, 

or event all online. The system is active and 

we recommend that you can register by vis-

iting our school website on the School Cash 

Online button. 

Registration should take less than five 

minutes. 

Register: 

• Visit www.dsbn.org/schoolcash and se-

lect “Register Now” 

• Complete the three registration steps 

• NOTE: You must create your profile us-

ing your name and not your children’s 

Confirm Your Account: 

• You will receive a confirmation email 

from School Cash Online 

• Click on the link provided 

• Sign in to your account using your email 

and password 

 
 

 

 

UPDATES USING REMIND 

We are asking our parents to join the 

“Westdale Families Remind” group.  

Instructions: 

• Using your cell phone, enter this number - 

289-812-3838 

• Text this message - @westdalef 

The “Remind” app will keep you informed of 

upcoming events happening at Westdale.  

 

 

WESTDALE’S TWITTER PAGE 

You can also follow Westdale events on 

Twitter. Follow us at - @westdale_ps 

 

 

FINAL THOUGHT 

“I may not be there yet, but 

I’m closer than where I was 

yesterday” 

 


